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As a general rule, a warrant of arrest has no effect beyond the territorial jurisdiction of the authority by which it was issued 
and may not be executed by an officer beyond the territory to which his or her authority pertains.' Thus, in the absence of 
statutory authority, an arrest may not be made under a warrant outside the territorial jurisdiction of the court or magistrate 
issuing it, and a person making an arrest outside such territorial jurisdiction has no privilege to do so.* When an officer is 
outside his jurisdiction, he does not possess any greater right to arrest than the right given to private citizens‘ to make a 
warrantless citizen’s arrest.° 


The Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure provide that a warrant may be executed within the jurisdiction of the United States 
or anywhere else a federal statute authorizes an arrest.° 


Where a citizen or national of the United States who is a fugitive from justice charged with or convicted of the commission of 
any federal offense has been arrested and detained, or conditionally released, in any country where the United States 
exercises territorial jurisdiction, a warrant for the removal of such person will be issued by the principal officer or 
representative of the United States vested with judicial authority in such country, and a United States marshal, or other 
corresponding officer, may execute the warrant.’ 


© 2021 Thomson Reuters. 33-34B © 2021 Thomson Reuters/RIA. No Claim to Orig. U.S. Govt. Works. All rights reserved. 


Footnotes 
i Restatement Second, Torts § 129(a). 
4 State v. Lee, 48 Wash. App. 322, 738 P.2d 1081 (Div. 2 1987); Irwin v. State Dept. of Motor Vehicles, 10 Wash. App. 


369, 517 P.2d 619 (Div. 3 1974). 
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Restatement Second, Torts § 129(a). 
j Anderson v. Moussa, 250 F. Supp. 3d 344 (N.D. Il. 2017). 
As to an officer’s rights to arrest outside his or her jurisdiction acting as a private citizen, see § 51. 
5 Commonwealth v. Luna, 92 Mass. App. Ct. 523, 88 N.E.3d 288 (2017). 
As to warrantless arrests by private citizens in criminal cases, see §§ 47 to 49. 
6 Fed. R. Crim. P. 4(c)(2). 
. 18 U.S.C.A. § 3042. 
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